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JOY | 3rd-5th Grade 

Jr. GOYA | 6th-8th Grade 

GOYA | 9th-12th Grade 



“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word,  

in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity”- I Timothy 4:12 

This passage from St. Paul’s First Letter to Timothy has always 

stood out to me.  The Tradition of Orthodox Christian Church is to 

baptize from a young age.  This tradition is not found in other forms 

of Christianity or even other religions.  And why is that?  Our bap-

tism is not only our invitation to live a life like Christ, it is our initia-

tion into His Church.  At our baptism, three sacraments take place.  

We are baptized with water, we are anointed with Holy Chrism 

(Chrismation - a holy, sacred, and blessed oil-type substance, made 

in a special service at the Ecumenical Patriarchate), and we receive 

Holy Communion, the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  From the 

day of our baptism, we are a full member of the Church.  Even 

though we may only be a few months old, the newly baptized is as 

much a Christian as their parents, godparents, siblings, priest, or 

bishop.   

These ministries, GOYA, Jr. GOYA, and JOY, are very important.  

They are not just youth ministries; they are YOUR ministries.  These 

ministries are how YOU can, “…be an example to the believers in 

word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity”.  Fr. James, Fr. 

Timothy, and I are extremely excited for these ministries to begin.  

We will have fun, and we will also grow together through our expe-

riences to Christ.  And as always, we will be here to walk with you 

every step of the way. 

 


