
Vol. XXXVII, Issue I | January/February 2021 

Rev. Fr. James Retelas, Presiding Priest: frjames@annunciationsac.org 
Rev. Fr. Timothy Robinson, Associate Priest: frtimothy@annunciationsac.org 

616 Alhambra Blvd. Sacramento, Ca. 95816 
Office: (916) 443-2033 / Office Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00 am—4:30 pm 

www.annunciationsac.org 



2 The Annunciation Observer  January/February 2021 

 

 

CLERGY 
PRESIDING PRIEST, FR. JAMES RETELAS 

FRJAMES@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG 
 

ASSOCIATE PRIEST, FR. TIMOTHY ROBINSON 

FRTIMOTHY@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG 
 

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
MICHAEL DARIOTIS 

MIKED@OSF.COM 
 

PARISH MINISTRIES 
BOOKSTORE 
(916) 231-9949 
BOOKSTORE@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG 
 

CANTOR 

EFSTRATIOS “YIANNI” MAGOULIAS 
MAGOULIAS@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG 
 

CHOIR 

BILL BOBOLIS, CHOIR DIRECTOR 

BOBOLISWILLIAM@COMCAST.NET 
 

DANCE SUPPORT GROUP & MINISTRY 
NIKKI AVDIS 
DANCE@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG 
 

GREEK EDUCATION 

KATERINA LAGOS, DIRECTOR 

KLAGOS@CSUS.EDU 
 

PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY 

HELEN NICKOLSON, PRESIDENT 

HNICKOLS@YCCD.EDU 
 

ANNUNCIATION SENIOR LEAGUE 

TERRY KASTANIS, PRESIDENT 

TKASTANIS@COMCAST.NET 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

DESPINA DEMAS, DIRECTOR 

DEMASDESPINA@OUTLOOK.COM 
 

STAFF 
OFFICE COORDINATOR 

EFFIE THEODOR 

ETHEODOR@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG 
 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR 

MARIA MAVROFORAKIS 

MMAVROFORAKIS@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG 
 

FACILITY USE COORDINATOR 
RULA MANIKAS 
EVENTS@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG 
 

PASTORAL ASSISTANT 
EFSTRATIOS “YIANNI” MAGOULIAS 

MAGOULIAS@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 
9:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 
 

THE ANNUNCIATION OBSERVER 
IS PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY FOR THE 
PARISHIONERS OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
OF THE ANNUNCIATION IN SACRAMENTO, 
CALIFORNIA. 
 

ARTICLES AND SUBMISSIONS DUE TENTH OF THE 
MONTH BEFORE PUBLICATION 
 

DESIGNED & EDITED BY:  
EFSTRATIOS “YIANNI” MAGOULIAS 

Annunciation Senior League…………………………………………...18 

The Build…………………………………………………………………..7 

Calendar………………………………………………………………14-15 

Centennial………………………………………………….……..10, 12-13 

Community Update……………………………………………………...2 

Dance Support Group & Ministry……………………………………..19 

Greek-To-Go……………………………………………………………..11 

Greek School……………………………………………………………..17 

Liturgical Schedule for Holy Theophany………………………………6 

Run to Feed the Hungry………………………………………………..24 

Parish Council…………………………………………………………….6 

Pastoral Message.………………………………………………………3-4 

Philoptochos…………………………………………………...………..8-9 

Pledged Stewards List………….………………………………..….22-23 

Stewardship Message…………………………………………………….7 

Sunday School………………………………………………….………..16 

Youth & Young Adult Ministries ...…………………………………...19 

We welcome into the Church:  
Anastasios, Baptized and Chrismated 
Melina, Baptized and Chrismated 
Erik “John”, Baptized and Chrismated 
Dionysios, Baptized and Chrismated 
 
We pray for the servants of God, united in the Sacrament of Marriage:  
Stelene and Alexander 
Vasiliki and Erik 
 
We pray for the servants of God, who departed this life: 
 

Agnes Fotos 
Emanuel Papadakis 

mailto:nrotas1@mac.com
mailto:EVENTS@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG
mailto:nikkilea@gmail.com
mailto:ETHEODOR@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG
mailto:MMAVROFORAKIS@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG
mailto:EVENTS@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG
mailto:EVENTS@ANNUNCIATIONSAC.ORG


Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation | Sacramento, CA  www.AnnunciationSac.org 3 

 

 

Fear Not—He Has Overcome the World! 

 

e have just celebrated the great Feast of Christmas, the birth in the 

flesh of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. This mystery of God 

assuming our humanity, the Incarnation, is also “chronologically” 

His first Advent. The Twelve Days of Christmas now culminate in 

the Feast of the Theophany, the Baptism of our Lord at the hands of St. John the 

Baptist.  Coinciding with the new year, Theophany calls us to renewal of our baptismal 

vows, but instead of water from the baptismal font, we offer tears of repentance. We 

continue to work out our salvation with each other now, the time (Kairos) of the 

Church in preparation for our Lord’s glorious return (Parousia), His second Advent.  If we have learned 

anything these past nine months from our painful social isolation, it is that we need each other. We are saved 

together as the Body of Christ.  We are called to challenge each other to manifest the gifts of the Spirit for the 

building up of the Body. Why else does St. Paul rhetorically ask: “Do you not know that you are the temple of 

God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1Cor 3:16) 
 

At every Liturgy, we are reminded to “have love for one another, that with one mind we may confess.”  

Presbytera Barbara used to teach first grade.  I recall vacuuming her car one day and noticed a letter from one 

of her students. Such innocence, such sweetness, full of feeling and emotion. I don’t know if all first graders fall 

in love with their teacher but this one certainly had fallen in love with Presbytera. It is such love letters that 

sustain us and give us hope. Of course, Holy Scripture is essentially God’s love letter to us, and we continue to 

read this letter after two millennia because every passage, every word is timeless, meant for us in every day 

and age.  
 

St. Paul certainly reminds his spiritual son Timothy of this: “always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of 

an evangelist, fulfil your ministry. For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure 

has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid 

up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and 

not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:5-8). 
 

The great Feast of Theophany (January 6) is upon us, the appearance of the Son of God who now begins his 

earthly three-year ministry. As we continue to face the physical health challenges of these unprecedented 

times, let us never forget our Lord’s promise: “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 

may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I 

have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 
 

Beloved brothers and sisters, Christ has overcome the world, including the pandemic. As mentioned in a recent 

sermon, recall with me a poignant message from the movie “A Charlie Brown Christmas:” Linus, a child who 

seems to have some insecurities as he carries a security blanket with him at all times NEVER drops his blanket, 

except once: while sharing the message of what Christmas is all about, Linus drops his blanket at the exact 

moment he says the words, “fear not!”  
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The traditional time of year for blessing homes is after Theophany, January 6.   

Fr. James and Fr. Timothy are dedicating two weeks beginning January 7th to come to your home,  

if requested, for this special blessing. 

What is involved? 

Just 15 minutes of your time! 

Due to current restrictions, masks and social distancing will be followed 

What do you need to do? 

Please contact the parish office or email Fr. James (frjames@annunciationsac.org) or  

Fr. Timothy (frtimothy@annunciationsac.org) 

As we complete the Twelve Days of Christmas, let us rejoice in the words of the prophet Isaiah: “that what 

was spoken might be fulfilled: the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jor-

dan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in 

the region and shadow of death light has dawned” (Matthew 4:14-16).  
 

Indeed, a great light as dawned and His perfect love for us casts out all fear.  

 

Faithfully, 

 

 

 

Fr. James Retelas 

Presiding Priest 

Join us to celebrate the Great Feast of Holy Theophany! 
 

January 5th  

8:30 am Great Hours of Theophany  

9:30 am Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great  

Great Blessing of the Waters 
 

January 6th 

8:30 am Orthros 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy for the Great Feast of Holy Theophany 

Great Blessing of the Waters 
 

January 7th  

8:30 am Orthros 

9:30 am Divine Liturgy: Synaxis of St. John the Forerunner and Baptist 
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Together at Theophany 
 

he cycle of major feasts in the Church Year, our Church calendar, is very 

important to us.  Why?  Through the major feasts, we walk, month by month, 

and year by year, through the saving work of God in Christ.  We remember 

what God has done and continues to do for us.  Part of the message of the 

calendar to us is this constant reminder of God’s love.  Part of the message is also our 

communal identity.  We are all observing these feasts together at the same time.  This is 

especially important right now when actually physically attending Church can be 

problematic!  We are one family in our activity whether we are physically together or 

not.  Another part of that message is also our personal identity and relationship with 

God.  The calendar reminds us that we are not the center of the universe.  God is.  We are not called, as 

Christians, to “squeeze God into our lives” wherever we might have room.  The feasts occur on God’s 

timetable and not ours.  We are called to reorient our lives around God, to rearrange our schedules to fit into 

His schedule.  Herein is comfort and challenge: the comfort of a God Who takes the initiative to save us from 

sin and death, and the challenge to respond to His call and take our place in His program.  Therefore, let us all 

celebrate this great feast of the Theophany and learn from it what God wants to teach us.  Here below is the 

wonderful brief meditation on this feast by a Saint of our time, Bishop Nikolai Velimirovic of Serbia. 

 
Fr. Timothy Robinson 

Associate Priest  

The Feast of Theophany (January 6) 
 

When the Lord Jesus had lived for thirty years from His birth in the flesh, He began His teaching and 

saving work.  He marked this very beginning of the beginning by His baptism in the Jordan.  St. Cyril of 

Jerusalem says: “The beginning of the world--water; the beginning of the Gospel--the Jordan.”  At the 

baptism of the Lord in the water, that mystery was revealed to the world that was predicted in the Old 

Testament and fabled in ancient Egypt and India-the mystery of the Holy Trinity of God.  The Father 

revealed Himself to the sense of hearing, the Spirit to the sense of sight, and the Son, further beyond 

these, to the sense of touch.  The Father gave His testimony of the Son, the Son was baptized in the wa-

ters, and the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, hovered over the waters.  And when John the Baptist 

bore witness of Christ and said: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 

world” (John 1:29), and when he immersed the Lord in the Jordan and baptized Him, there were thus 

revealed both the mission of Christ in the world and the path of our salvation.  That is to say: Christ 

takes on Himself the sin of the whole human race.  He dies under it (the immersion) and rises again 

(coming out of the water), and we must die to the old, sinful man, and rise again, cleansed, renewed, 

and re-born.  Here is the Savior and here is the way of salvation.  The Feast of the Theophany is also 

called the Illuminating, for in the Jordan there is given to us an illumination, revealing God to us as Trin-

ity, consubstantial and undivided.  That is one thing.  And the other is that each of us baptized in the 

water is illuminated by the Father of lights, through the merits of the Son and the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

(Bishop Nikolai Velimirovic, The Prologue from Ochrid: Lives of the Saints and Homilies for Every Day of the 

Year.  Part One: January, February, March.  Birmingham, England: Lazarica Press, 1985, page 31.) 
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Dear Fellow Parishioners: 

s the year 2020 mercifully comes to an end, there is much to be grateful for.   

The Covid-19 vaccines are rolling across our country and world wide, thanks 

to dedicated research scientists, epidemiologists, doctors and public health 

care professionals.  Our parish has persevered throughout the last nine 

months in ways never imagined before.  Each parishioner’s safety and well being has 

stood as the number one priority for the parish council.  Tough decisions had to be 

made, but overriding discussion always centered around “What is best for the parish?” 

and the Annunciation faithful. 

 

So in the spirit of the Christmas season, this article will focus on joy and hope and the positive over the 

negative!  Our parish has been blessed for 100 years with outstanding clergy, wonderful and vibrant 

ministries such as our beautiful choir, distinguished chanters, dedicated staff and, of course, our faithful 

parishioners and volunteers.  Let us not forget the founding families of this parish who came from Greece 

with drive and determination, over riches or material wealth.  They built the original church on “N” Street 

out of love and faith in the Lord.  We are forever indebted to them for their sacrifices. 

 

It is now incumbent on this generation and future ones to carry on this legacy of faith, love and joy and to 

never ever take these gifts for granted!  Let’s teach our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren that 

taking care of their church should be a joyful exercise, not a burdensome endeavor.  An investment, if you 

will, not just financially, but emotionally and spiritually as well.  Let’s teach them that involvement in the life 

of the parish is key to guaranteeing that the legacy endures. 

 

Be positive, be hopeful, be grateful, and be joyful!  For Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 

 

May everyone have a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year. 

 
God Bless You, 

 

George Dariotis 

Past Parish Council President, 2012-2017 
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 am sure many of you have been eager to say goodbye to 2020 just as 

I have.  It is human nature to be hopeful and look forward to a new 

beginning.  This past year has presented multiple challenges for our 

immediate community and for all of humanity. Many of our older 

parishioners like my parents have survived war and famine, and their 

faith has enabled them to persevere and prosper. 

My message for this new year is gratitude for each one of you  

and your families. 

Gratitude for our health and our Orthodox faith and  

our Annunciation community. 

May we not forget that we need each other and our Church even if we 

cannot all be physically together. 

Even in times of hardship if we come together much can be achieved.  

Our Church is here for us and it can't be forgotten. 

Please continue your stewardship support of Annunciation as we enter a 

new year. 
 

Happy New Year! 

Καλή Χρονιά σε όλους! 

In Christ's love, 

Stella Dariotis  
Stewardship Chair 

Happy New Year! 

onstruction of “The Build” has been completed and the facilities have been utilized by our  

parish for almost 3 years. 

 

 

The Build Facts as of 12/8/2020: 

Pledges received in November: $3,821.50 

Building Loan Balance: $2,447,675.81 at 4.19% interest 

Pledges Outstanding: $456,025.50 

Total Pledged: $8,590,966.36 
 

Total Given: $8,125,940.86 

Monthly payment as of 1/1/2020: $14,693.41                                          If you have not given—now is the time! 
 

We are all benefitting from a long-term vision and wish of our parish for many years. 
All we ask is 100% participation and your best gift. 

Please help us get debt free. 
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t is January 2021, and I hope this year brings joy to you and your  

families.  This past year was trying, and I thank God that we are strong,  

optimistic, and part of a caring community. 
 

Philoptochos’ recent pastry-baking activities, co-chaired by  

Toula Zioga-Delis and Despina Demas, highlight this community spirit. Starting 

on October 20 and continuing every Tuesday through a good part of December, a 

group of dedicated women baked pastries for the holidays.  Various members 

who were not able to physically assist instead sent monetary donations or donat-

ed pastry ingredients; others purchased beautiful containers and decorations for the pastries so that  

Philoptochos money was not used.  Bravo to all of them! 
 

Philoptochos Sunday, in honor of the Feast Day of the Patron Saints of Philoptochos--Cosmas & Damian,  

The Holy Unmercenaries of Asia--was held on November 1.  I would like to thank everyone who helped and 

was involved--especially Despina Demas for making the artoclasia, Faye Vallas for providing the koliva, and 

Rula Manikas for her financial support.  The congregation was also very generous with donations, and 

Philoptochos greatly appreciates their support. 
 

In December, baskets for the home-bound were coordinated by Faye Vallas, who has a group of volunteers to 

help her make items for the baskets and then distribute them.  As you can imagine, this yearly Christmas 

gesture of love for our very restricted parishioners was extra important this year. 
 

This December we also had a monetary food drive, organized by Elaine Wright, for The Sacramento Food 

Bank.  Because the Food Bank was not accepting food donations, the goal was to raise money to feed  

over 5,000 people.  Thank you to Elaine for taking on the responsibilities of the Feed the Poor Committee.   

Together with that thank you, I would like to express my gratitude to Suanna Gurovich for the work she has 

done with this same committee.   Suanna is now assisting the Church with calling parishioners through the 

IOCC’s “Care Calling” program and is the Philoptochos liaison. 
 

The Light the Path event by the Metropolis of San Francisco was held virtually on December 5.  This event is 

in support of the lives of our seminarians and students attending Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek  

Orthodox School of Theology.  In the virtual program, they had beautiful music, great speakers, and  

interesting interviews of the students from our Metropolis at the school. 
 

 

 Happy New Year Everyone!  Καλή χρονιά! 
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We hope to restart our activities in 2021!  

Listed below are the projected events: 

 

Sunday, January 10—Vasilopita Luncheon  

Sunday, February 7— Kid’s n Cancer Pancake Breakfast  

Sunday, February 14—Coffee for Kid’s n Cancer 

Sunday, February 21— Tray for Kid’s n Cancer 

Sunday, February 28—Kid’s n Cancer Cake Raffle 

Wednesday, March 17—Lenten Supper after Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

Wednesday, March 24—Reception after Great Vespers 

Saturday, April 3—Lenten Retreat 

Sunday, April 25—Palm Sunday Luncheon 

Friday, May 7—Wine Tasting  

Tuesday, June 8—Philoptochos Potluck Dinner 

Saturday, August 14—Evening Reception 

Wellspring Women’s Center is a small nonprofit organization with a very small staff, 

that receives very little government funding, and derives support from donations, grants, and  

special events. You will find a list of items needed by contacting Philoptochos, or the Parish Office. 

 

DONATIONS can be dropped off in the Annunciation Administrative Lobby,  

please  call the office to be sure someone is there to accept your donation (916.443.2033 x222) 

 

INFORMATION please contact Pearl Thomas at marapkt@aol.com or (916) 485-4850 

A Philoptochos membership letter is in the mail, and you might have received it already.  This letter is  

asking you to reaffirm your membership for 2020-21, to join if you have not done so, and to gift a family 

member or friend with a membership.   

This may be done by mail or online at http://www.annunciationsac.org/philoptochos/. 
 

In parting, I would like to remind you that Philoptochos has a significant relationship with Wellspring 

Women’s Center and our liaison is Pearl Thomas.  Pearl is available to deliver donations for the women and 

children at the Center and may be reached at marapkt@aol.com.  

My sincere best wishes to all of you.  Με υγεία και ευτυχία το νέο έτος! 
 

Helen Nickolson 

Annunciation Philoptochos President 

http://www.annunciationsac.org/philoptochos/
mailto:marapkt@aol.com
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Did you know? 

• In late in 1920 the first regular elections of Trustees of the Greek Community of Sac-

ramento were held?  

• By May 1921 that group, led by Nick Gikas, decided to proceed with the build of the 

N Street Annunciation Church. The first assigned priest, Rev George Sardounis, was 

appointed. 

• The cornerstone of the church was laid in November 1921 and the very first  

Divine Liturgy was celebrated on a very cold day (38.5 degrees)  

on Christmas Day of 1921. 

 

 

his year we are celebrating a memorial “to the dreams, the toils 

and the sacrifices” of a small group of immigrants who had the 

courage to build our church and all those who have come 

after them who helped to secure the dream and expand it.  
 

As part of the 100th year celebrations, the committee is planning two 

celebratory events: 

• Annunciation 100th Anniversary picnic on August 15, 2021 

• Gala celebration on December 4, 2021 
 

In addition, we will be preparing a 100Th Anniversary Album. We have come a long way from our humble beginnings, and it 

is exactly this story that we want to cover in our 100th Anniversary Album.  We want to honor the history of the church,  

its parochial groups, its fraternal groups as well as the histories of the families of this parish. 
 

Although many of us will be working on the album all year long, we plan on having it ready for release in early 2022 so as to 

include pictures of the Anniversary Picnic and Gala.  There are many key milestones (dates) for the Album team.  

Some of these key dates (deadlines) that the Album committee is following are listed below.  
 

By February 15, 2021.  The Album committee will release a packet to the community asking each family to collect and  

assemble their family’s pictures (both historical and present). These would-be photos that they would like included in  

Anniversary album as well as a written history of their family.  Each family will be able to purchase a ½ or full page(s) for this 

information.  Pages will be sold at the price of $180 a page or $100 per half page.  More information will be release regarding 

the composition of the pages and pictures with the packet on Feb 15th. 
 

By March 1, 2021. A 100-year history of the church will be completed. This is being led by Bill Triphon and Toni Chapralis.   

The histories of the Parochial groups will be written by this time as well. 
 

March 1-June 1, 2021.  We will be working with families regarding their submittals of photos and written history.   

Two photographers will be available for families to allow them to make arrangements to take photographs if they don’t  

already have suitable photos to submit. This will be a direct contact between the family and the photographer. The initial cost 

for the one picture for the album will be free and other photographs will be available at a cost from the photographer.  
 

By September 30, 2021. We will have the initial draft of the album and we will start editing and adding to content to make 

sure as many families as possible are represented in the church and/or family histories.  
 

Early 2022.The pictures from the Anniversary picnic and Gala will all be added and after final review, the album will be  

printed and distributed. We are projecting album to be about 300 pages and at a cost of about $75.00 per book. Please know 

that this is fluid, and the committee is doing all it can to keep costs down and still produce a high-quality book memorializing 

our history and this time in our parish. 
 

Please help us honor our past and present as we build the history of our 

church together by providing your insights to Julie Mamalis at  

jmamalis@comcast.net or Gerri Magers at gerri.magers@chariscg.com.  

We will be happy to answer any of your questions as well.  

If you would like to volunteer for one of the 

events or to help with the Album,  

please contact Gerri Magers at  

gerri.magers@chariscg.com 

mailto:jmamalis@comcast.net
mailto:gerri.magers@chariscg.com
mailto:gerri.magers@chariscg.com
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Sacramento Greek Festival Launches “Greek-to-Go” 
 

s all of us try to process and cope with the constantly changing 

conditions in our community, the Greek Festival Committee is also 

adapting and making changes. Initially we planned to host a  

take-out food event in February to help raise funds for our parish 

after cancelling our Festival. Instead of waiting for February, thanks to the  

Parish Council and Office staff,  a “take-out” food concept was initiated in  

November.  The event, which featured pastitsio, was a great success, and thus  

became a series of “Greek-to-Go” events for the Greater Sacramento  

community to enjoy. The second event in December featured a stifado dinner 

served with pilafi, Greek salad and baklava.  

 

Health conditions permitting, we anticipate having the next “Greek-to-Go” event on January 16th,  

featuring a Greek chicken dinner with dolmades.  

On February 6th, we’re offering gyros. Two weeks before each event, you'll be able to order by calling the 

Parish Office (916.443.2033 x 221) or on our website SacramentoGreekFestival.com 

 

We are grateful to each and every one of you who supported the “Greek-to-Go” events by purchasing dinner 

or volunteering your time to help with the planning, publicity, cooking, food packaging and take-out logis-

tics. We’re always eager for more volunteers and hope you’ll support our next event.  

 

With Gratitude, 

 

The 2020 Greek Festival Committee  

http://www.SacramentoGreekFestival.com


12 The Annunciation Observer  January/February 2021 

 

 

My fellow Parishioners, 

hat a great honor it is to be part of 

the  

Annunciation Family as we cele-

brate 100 years since it was estab-

lished in 1921.  I have been here at  

Annunciation Sacramento since 1963.  Some of my  

relatives listed below were here quite a few years  

before 1920. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE JOHN DEMAS STORY 
 

My grandfather, Gus Harris arrived in 1914 and went 

to work for the railroad soon after.  My mother 

(Maria A. Demas) was born in Dunsmuir, California 

in 1927.  She was baptized at Annunciation at 6th and 

N Street. 
 

My grandfather on my father’s side, came to America 

in 1898.  He settled in on the east coast in the state of 

South Carolina.  
 

My grandmother’s first cousin, George Christopher 

came to California in 1910.  He went on to become the 

mayor of San Francisco, 1956 to 1964. 

 

If you have the 75th Anniversary album from  

Annunciation, you will see on page 18 this: “One of 

the earliest (families) was that of Peter Kerhoulas.  He 

arrived in 1898”.  In 1966, while attending American 

River College, I became friends with a Greek student 

by the name of Peter Kerhoulas. Just a few years ago, 

by way of DNA, we found out that we are related.  

Small world indeed. 
 

As we celebrate the Centennial at Annunciation  

Sacramento, there is another big milestone for our 

Church coming up that we all should be anticipating 

with pride and joy.  In the year 2033 our Orthodox 

Faith will be 2,000 years old.  I for one have had this 

on my mind for quite a few years now.   

Looking forward to it.  Are You? 
 

Blessings from my family to yours. 

 

John M. Demas 
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Yiayia Lucille Vlahos 
ucille Vlahos was born in Denver, CO on July 3,1919 

and lived in Bridgeport, NE and Modesto, CA. She 

graduated from Fresno State College with an  

Elementary Teaching Credential. Later, at the age of 

55 she earned her Masters Degree in Reading from Sacramento 

State College! In 1944, she married Elias Vlahos and moved to 

Sacramento where together they opened Kastorian Furriers  

on J Street. 
  
Lucille, affectionately called “Yiayia Lou” in her later years, 

was a tireless advocate for children and their education. She 

taught elementary school in the San Juan School District for 25 years while raising two children and being 

incredibly active in various Annunciation activities. Her influence and devotion were particularly evident in 

the Church of the Annunciation Sunday School, which she began organizing in 1952 by translating Greek 

lesson plans into English. She served as a Sunday School teacher and Director for 40 years! She directed the 

Annunciation Summer Day camp, wrote curriculum for the proposed Elementary School and participated in 

educational retreats at St Nicholas Ranch. 
  
Lucille supported many educational and philanthropic causes such as establishing the Annunciation Parish 

Library. She and her amazing team, which always included Dorothy Loris, Irene Compoginis, and others, 

devoted hundreds of hours to cataloging and archiving books, photographs and other church memorabilia 

for future generations. She was active in the Philoptochos Ladies Society for 55 years and served at the dio-

cese level on the Women’s Board of the Patriarch Athenagoras Institute at UC Berkeley. Lucille has always 

supported Hellenic educational causes through AHEPA and Daughters of Penelope and other charities in the 

USA and Greece. Lucille and Elias helped establish the Annunciation Endowment Fund. She served on the 

Parish Council, Election Committees and represented the Parish Council at Clergy-Laity Conferences. 
  
Lucille was very active in community activities through the Masons and Eastern Star, American Association 

of University Women and Crocker Art Museum Art Service Group. She had an amazing gift for maintaining 

lifelong friendships! She was an outstanding cook and gracious hostess and well-known for hosting her 

friends and family at fabulous holiday and name day parties with her husband Elias. She traveled extensive-

ly throughout Europe, Japan, China, Mexico and the U.S. She was a very talented seamstress creating beauti-

ful stitchery, needlepoint and crocheted works. Her flower-arranging and artistic decorating skills were often 

displayed at Annunciation and community affairs. 
  
In 2010, Lucille was honored as the sole recipient of the Metropolis’ Spirit of Stewardship award for a life-

time of dedication and service to the Annunciation Church that she dearly loved!  
  
Lucille Vlahos’ life and legacy are best exemplified through her statement of Faithful Giving: “Our devotion 

to God and the Church compels us to give faithfully. We believe in giving faithfully with our time, financial 

support, talents, prayers and service to others. A life-long spirit of giving has at its source our gratitude for 

the many blessings God has bestowed upon us. It is only natural and right to share these blessings to glorify 

His name!” 
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e recognize that these are challenging 

times for many of us, and as we continue 

making our way through, we wanted to 

express our deep gratitude for your  

continuous support of our ministry and for making Sunday 

School a priority in our children’s lives.   
 

Week after week our Sunday School classes meet virtually on 

Sunday afternoons. Words cannot describe how profoundly 

grateful we are to our teachers, an incredible team of  

individuals, who did not hesitate to take on the task of  

teaching online. We ask that you keep them in your  

prayers as they prepare for their classes.  
 

We are looking forward to the day that classes can be up and running again in the classrooms and children 

can walk across the plateia to and from the church! 
 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,  

who have been called according to his purpose.”  

- Romans 8:28 

Help us spread the word about our Sunday School Catechetical classes! 

Invite your family and friends to join you on Google Meet on Sunday afternoons at 2:00 pm! 

1st  –  2nd grades meet with Mrs. Chuchas  

3rd – 4th grades meet with Mrs. Kane and Mrs. Meers 

5th – 6th grades meet with Mrs. Harr and Mrs. Fotopoulos (class meets at 3:00 pm) 

Jr. High & High School class meets with Dr. Rotas and Mr. Wilk 

 

To join please fill the online registration form at  www.annunciationsac.org/youth/sunday-school/  and you 

will receive information about the classes and the Google Meet classroom link corresponding to your grade. 

 

Christian Education in the Home  

We are always looking to serve YOU! Visit our Sunday School Ministry page on our Parish Website for links 

and resources from our Archdiocese, Metropolis, and the online Orthodox community! We hope that they 

will help enrich your time together and connect the home and church.  
 
 

Help Us Help Others! 

In the spirit of Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays, we would like to invite you to help our Church bring 

joy to those in need.  We will be collecting food and taking part in the Run to Feed the Hungry both projects to 

benefit the Sacramento Food Bank and Family Services. Information on these events coming soon.  It is an 

opportunity and a blessing to practice our faith, caring and sharing our gifts and our blessings with others. 

Find more information on page 24 of this edition! 

http://www.annunciationsac.org/youth/sunday-school/
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he holidays are a special time for the 

Annunciation Greek School Program. 

Learning holiday songs and celebrating 

this festive time has always been a 

favorite for the teachers and students. This year, 

virtual celebrations will be happening with the students so that they can still enjoy their time together.  

 

 

In Greece, Christmas is traditionally celebrated by children going 

from house to house singing Christmas carols “τα κάλαντα”. 

Some children ring their triangles as they sing, and it is customary 

to give the children some money or other treats. Believe it or not, 

Greek tradition did not have a decorated tree! Rather, Greeks 

would decorate a boat. The Christmas tree was a German tradition 

that was brought to Greece by the first King of Greece, Otto of 

Bavaria, in 1833. During the last century, decorating a Christmas 

tree became more popular than decorating a boat, but recently, 

there has been a growing resurgence in decorating boats in Greek 

households and communities.  

 

 

 

            Thessaloniki’s Christmas boat 

 

 

For our students, December is also a time when they are busy studying for their winter exams. Review 

sessions and supplemental homework help prepare the students to succeed in their exams. The Annunciation 

program is a leader in the country by continuing to offer classes, despite the challenging circumstances. 

Students will not ‘miss a year’ in our program, and this is especially important for the test-preparation 

classes. Our students will be given the necessary skills and preparation to sit for the Ellinomatheia exams this 

coming May 2021.  

 

Following the parent-teacher conferences on December 17th and 18th, the Greek School Program will be on 

Christmas break until January 6th. We hope that all of the students enjoy their holidays and stay safe in these 

challenging weeks. Καλά Χριστούγεννα και καλές γιορτές!! 
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 have good news to report:  Margo Tzikas has agreed to step forward 

and help organize a “new “ ASL once we are permitted to meet and  

socialize again.  Annette Manolis will continue as treasurer and the 

nominating committee (Dena Kuchulis, Mary Kondos, Georgia 

Econome, and Elaine Pavlatos) will help with planning a limited gathering, 

hopefully this Spring, possibly a coffee hour after Liturgy. 

 

The pictures below are to remind you of how much fun we had, all working 

together to prepare a luncheon in 2019.  I pray we’ll be able to repeat these 

wonderful times in the new future.  In the meantime, please stay well, 

healthy, and let’s keep in touch with each other. 

 

 

 

Terry Kastanis 

Past ASL President 
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SAVE THESE DATES AND EVENTS!  
 

JOY (Grades 3-5) & Jr. GOYA (Grades 6-8)  

Virtual Meeting on January 12th at 6:00 pm 

Virtual Meeting on February 2nd at 6:00 pm 
 

GOYA (High School)  

Outdoor & Socially Distant Kickbacks/bonfires for January & February 

Contact Yianni Magoulias if you are interested in hosting or attending 
 

Young Adults (College) 

NEW! Bonfire and discussion! Contact Yianni Magoulias for more information 

 

Young Professionals (23-35 years old) 

We are transitioning our “Wisdom & Wine” to a virtual setting!  

Please contact Yianni Magoulias for more information. 
 

Orthodox Education 
On Wednesday mornings, join Fr. Timothy for Studies in the Faith at 11:00 am! 
On Wednesday evenings, join Fr. James for Orthodoxy 101 at 7:00 pm! (following the Small Paraklesis) 
 

 
Again, we are receiving new information regularly from our Archdiocese and the State of California.   
For the most updated information, please be sure to subscribe to our e-mails and follow us on social media. 
Please follow our Parish Facebook and Instagram (@AnnunciationSac) for daily Lives of the Saints,  
Miracle Mondays, Trivia Tuesdays, and weekly Ask Yianni segments! 

 

"SEE" you soon! 

hile close proximity social gatherings, especially sporting practices and events, are still 

discouraged by our Metropolis and County,  

we encourage you to join us safely and socially 

distant for the Divine Liturgy and to participate 

in our virtual ministries, from Sunday School, to youth group 

meetings and discussions, to adult education classes.  Information 

will continue to be communicated via our Parish communications 

as we receive it from the Metropolis and County.   
 

Thank you and “see” you soon! 
 

Annunciation Dance Support Group 



20 The Annunciation Observer  January/February 2021 

 

 

Want to wish someone happy birthday, graduation, anniversary, etc?    
 

Choose your ad size (see rates below) tell us exactly what you want it  

to say (picture optional) and e-mail it to  

etheodor@annunciationsac.org  
 

Rates for the Community Corner are: 

 $25.00 Quarter Page 

 $40.00 Half Page 

 $75.00 Full Page 
 

For questions, please contact the  

Parish Office at (916) 443-2033 ext. 222 

mailto:etheodor@annunciationsac.org
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Observer Ad Rates 
Bi-Monthly Rev 2019 

Ad Size Monthly Annual 

Full Page 150.00 750.00 

Half-Page 80.00 400.00 

Quarter Page 45.00 200.00 

Business Card 25.00 100.00 

Back Page 

(Outside 1/2 page) 

95.00 Not Available 

http://smile.amazon.com/about/ref=smi_ge_ul_lm_raas 

http://smile.amazon.com/about/ref=smi_ge_ul_lm_raas
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Nick & Shari Alexander 
Peter Anagnoston 
Christ & Helen Anastasopoulos 
Constantine & Kelly Anastasopoulos 
George & Alexis Anastasopoulos 
Philip & Julie Angelides 
Geoffrey & Antonia Antipa 
Milton & Panorea Apostolidis 
Andrianos & Kathy Argyropoulos 
Theodoros & Georgia Avdalas 
Nicholas & Nikki Avdis 
Spyridon & Georgia Avdis 
Manny & Sunday Balalis 
Dan & Katherine Ballas 
Elias & Jane Bardis 
Andreas & Audrey Bazos 
Aster Berhane 
Susan Bitar 
Bill & Evelyn Bobolis 
Jamie Bobolis 
Stephanie Bobolis 
David & Anastasia Bonaccorso 
Denny Boom 
Julia Boorinakis-Harper 
Greg & Vicki Booros 
John & Katina Bostanzoglou 
Polihronis & Vicky Bourdaniotis 
Ted & Lily Bourdaniotis 
Marie Bravou 
Anna Brusco 
Katherine Buttacavoli 
Andonia Cakouros 
Dallas & Angela Calmes 
John & Jordan Cameron 
John & Aglaia Capetanos 
Peter & Fotine Casheros 
George & Koula Cazanis 
John P. & Maria Cazanis 
Maria Cazanis 
Pauline Cazanis 
Taky & Georgiana Cazanis 
Vivian Cazanis 
Voula Cazanis 
Gus Changaris 
Tim & Antonia Chapralis 
Jack Chesson 
Tony & Kathi Chrisopoulos 
Louis & Mary Christi 
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John & Annette Christopulos 
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George & Christina Chuchas 
James & Despina Chuchas 
James & Toula Clubb 
John & Linda Compoginis 
Peter & Samantha Cononelos 
Antonia Const 
Dennis & Jeanlaurie Corelis 
Stamatiki Coss 
Carol Crisp 
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Timothy & Effie Crush 
Mary J. Curtis 
George & Christine Dariotis 
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Michael Dariotis 
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Fany Darzins 
Magdalene & Matthew David 
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John & Despina Demas 
John & Marianna Demas 
Kyriakos John Demas 
Louis Demas 
Matthew John Demas 
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Lou & Maria Deville 
Stasis & Jody Diavatis 
Tom Dicktakes 
Victoria Dimitriades 
Angelo & Adel Dimitropoulos 
Gustin & Angelyn Dimitropoulos 
Michael & Forest Dimitropoulos 
Nicholas & Laura Docous 
Elizabeth Dokimos 
Kathy Dokimos 
Katherine Dole 
Elaine Donovan 
Demosthenis & Evangelia Douveas 
Marina Downing 
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James & Patricia Duvaras 
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Christina & Robert Freeworth 
Michael & Jennifer Freeworth 
Gus & Stelene Galaxidas 
Andrew & Beth Ganetsos 
Toby & Melissa Garcia 
George & Katerina Gasnakis 
Maria Gassoumis 
Andrew & Teresa Gates 
Constantin & Micki Genigeorgis 
Alexis Scandalis Genung 
Joann Georgallis 
Perry Georgallis 
Dianna George 
John & Debbie George 
Chris & Angie Georgoulias 
Helen Gianakakis 
Angela Gianulias 
Chris & Pauline Gianulias 
Denise Gilbert 
Sandra Giobres 
Lener & Carmie Lee Gousetis 
Helen Grammatikakis 
Dale & Linda Gredvig 

Paul Grellas 
Louis & Georgette Grivetti 
Suanna Gurovich 
John & Edith Hagelis 
George Hagios 
Lynn Hall 
Sandra Hamameh 
Elena Hankard 
RJ & Nicki Hansen 
Demetre & Dimitra Haralambakis 
Larry Haralambakis 
Thomas & Phyllis Harper 
Dannan & Lisa Harr 
Mark & Katina Harris 
Elias & Catherine Hatzakos 
Richard & Kim Hauch 
Steve & Bia Hayes 
Tim & Elene Hayes 
Domna & James Hebenstreit 
Zachary Heinzer 
William Hess 
Nikko Higdon 
Anastasios & Stefanie Hionis 
Julian B. & Diane Holt 
Sotiri & Julie Horner 
Dino & Margarita Jakovas 
Alexandra Jason 
Christopher & Janine Johnson 
George & Molly Lee Johnson 
George Jouganatos 
Kiki Jouganatos 
Chris Jovalis 
James & Robin Kafouros 
Phyllis Marie Kafouros 
Panagiotis & Katerina Kakkavas 
James Kakridas 
Pantelis & Patricia Kallergis 
Dennis & Robin Kamilos 
Nick & Andreanna Kamilos 
Christopher & Kristen Kane 
Michael & Stacie Kane 
Gus & Ana Kapandritis 
George Karagianes 
Euphrosyne Karas 
Sam Karnezis 
Gus & Tina Karres 
George & Mary Ellen Kassotakis 
George Kastanis 
Terry Kastanis 
Emorfia Katsimbras 
Stelios & Angela Katzakis 
Dan & Maria Kaufman 
Andreas & Evelyn Kazanis 
Giorgos & Jenna Kazanis 
Ioannis & Cindy Kazanis 
Pamela & Andrew Kemp 
Andromachi Kennedy 
Anthony & Gail Kentroti 
Bess A. Kerhoulas 
Connie Keriotis 
Denise Kincaid 
Despina Kiriakes 
Danny & Kiki Kivetos 
Steven & Lindsey Kivetos 
Peter Kleary 
Pete & Maria Kokkinis 
Alex & Kiriaki Kokologiannakis 
Sotiris & Matina Kolokotronis 
Mary Kondos 
Anthony Kontes 
Lucas & Stella Kontes 
Mary Kontes 
Nick & Bernadette Kontos 
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George Koufasimis 
Fran Koulos 
George Koumis 
George & Rula Kouretas 
Stan & Angie Kritsepis 
Ivana Krstic 
Constantino & Dena Kuchulis 
Angela Kuchulis Gianopulos 
Loula Kufasimes 
Nicholas & Michele Kufasimes 
John & Mary Kyriakides 
Stephen & Anna LaBritt 
Henry & Maria Lafayette 
Frances Lambrose 
Katherine Lampros 
Ellie Lane 
Dean & Diane Langley 
Ronald & Georgia Langley 
Maria Lappas 
Georgia Larson 
Andrea Lendaris 
Gary & Irina Leonard 
Despina Liakopoulos 
Esther Lilakos 
Jesus & Helen Loaiza 
Kathy Loper 
Deborah Loris 
Diane Lydon 
MariBeth Lydon 
Mary Lydon 
Alice Lyons 
Elaina & Gary Magana 
Diana & Robert Magee 
Geraldine Magers 
Efstratios "Yianni" & Danae Magoulias 
Chris & Maro Maguire 
James Makris 
Stanley Makris 
Julie Mamalis 
Athanasia Manikas 
Exaveria (Rula) Manikas 
Anne Manolakas 
Katherine Manolakas 
Sam & Kerry Manolakas 
Timothy & Annette Manolis 
Athanasios Manolopoulos 
Michelle Manos 
George & Marina Mantis 
Sam & Ann Marandos 
Antigoni Marcos 
Katherine Marefos 
Peter Margaris 
Steve & Katherine Margaris 
Nellie Margarite 
Sylvia Maritsas 
Nia Marketos 
Dennis & Nancy Marks 
Angela Martin 
Jon Martino 
Christine & Daniel Maruccia 
Elisabeth & Varghese Mathew 
Antonios & Maria Mavroforakis 
Barbara McGlone 
Angelo & Bailee Meckley 
John & Vicki Meers 
Helen Mellas 
Olympia Mercuris 
Pamela Middleton 
Walter & Tracy Miller 
Jack & Marque Molodanof 
Cliff & Shari Moody 
Valerie Morgan 
Tula Morris 

Karen Nelson 
George & Gaye Nicholau 
Helen & Lawrence Nickolson-Michel 
Joanna Leventis & Benjamin Noonan 
Howard & Stella Norris 
Alice Ousley 
Tina Pacini 
Tommy & Alayna Panages 
Nick & Kontilo Pandeleon 
Peter & Gina Pandelopoulos 
Theodore Pantages 
Effie Pantelias 
Yianni Pantis 
John & Margaret Papadakis 
John & Julianne Papagiannopoulos 
Bessie Papailias 
Eleni & Raymond Papailias-Gomez 
Tasia Papajohn 
Stephanie Papas 
Kalliroy Pappas 
Louie & Voula Pappas 
Mary A. Pappas 
Helen Paras 
Paris & Helen Paraskevas 
Perry & Kiki Parker 
Jerry & Catherine Pavlatos 
Constantine & Brigid Perakis 
Denise Perinati 
Gregory & Jill Perinati 
Chris & Heidi Perris 
Paul & Shirley Peters 
Diane Petersen 
Bassilios & Georgia Petrakis 
Michael & Stella Petrucci 
Fotis & Tammy Petsalis 
Nikolas & Nicole Pikios 
Sofianos & Sara Piliotis 
Elizabeth & Michael Pontikes 
Bessie Pothos 
Anthony Poulos 
Demetra Poulos 
George & Maro Poulos 
Lucky & Dina Poulos 
Marshall & Carole Pryor 
Michael & Stephanie Raptakis 
Father James & Barbara Retelas 
Father Timothy & Pres. Marsha Robinson 
Thomas & Carol Ann Robinson 
Demetri & Malamo Romas 
John & Penny Romas 
Dino & Evelyn Rotas 
Nicholas & Carol Rotas 
George & Mary Roussas 
Dimitrios Rozakis 
Peter & Jodie Sakaris 
James & Sylvia Salidas 
Katherine Sampanis 
John & Vicki Sargetis 
Tony & Angeliki Sargetis 
Stephan & Heidi Saris 
Ronica Sarkisian Carlisle 
Milton & Rheanon Sarlis 
Panayiota Sarlis 
Diane Scandalis 
John & Helen Scherer 
Daniela & Andrew Schmidt 
Jacqueline & Steve Schwartz 
Steven Sellas 
Thomas Sellas 
Ralph & Vassie Sett 
Roy & Dale Shults 
Robert & Cathy Siderine 
Mary & Maurice Silva 

John & Georganna Sinadinos 
Alex & Lia Sioukas 
Dean & Chrisa Sioukas 
Jack & Lillian Sioukas 
Chris & Tiffany Siouris 
Nikitas Skondras 
Anthony & Judy Smernes 
Gary & Linda Smith 
George & Katherine Spanos 
Demetrios Spyridakis 
Stylianos & Klea Spyridakis 
Vasilios Spyridakis 
Steve & Rachel Squaglia 
Dessie & Sam Stamas 
Charles & Florence Stamos 
Merle Stathis 
Makis & Freda Stathopoulos 
Nick & Helene Stathos 
Maria Stefanou 
Mari Suarez 
Althea & Fred Tatarakis 
Art & Terre Terzakis 
Effie Theodor 
Maria & Christopher Theodor-Higdon 
Elias Theodorakakis 
Sophie Theodore 
Tom & Jeanie Theofanis 
Gregory & Mary Theophilopoulos 
Pearl Thomas 
Steven Tingus 
Marian Trapp 
William & Joann Triphon 
Angelo & Sofia Tsakopoulos 
Angelo G. & Katerina Tsakopoulos 
Drosoula Tsakopoulos 
Sofia Tsakopoulos 
Manuel & Dianna Tsihlas 
Angelos & Farida Tsiros 
Anna & Alex Tzikas 
Emmanuel & Karen Tzikas 
George Tzikas 
Margo Tzikas 
Theodore G Tzikas 
Austin Vail 
Ekaterine Vail 
Scott & Vivian Vail 
James & Faye Vallas 
Angelo & Maria Vanvarakis 
George & Dina Vasiliou 
Taki & Kristen Vathis 
Aleko & Maria Verrios 
Vasilis & Judy Verrios 
Vasseliki Vervilos 
Anthony & Athanasia Virgadamo 
Michael & Arlene Vlamis 
Paul & Rusti Voresis 
Stavros & Eleftheria Vougioukas 
Anastasia & Jason Vourakis 
Efstratios Vourakis 
Dimitri Vouros 
Douglas & Donna Wagner 
Richard & Valentina Watts 
Daniel & Donis Whaley 
Maria Kostidou Workman 
Jerry & Elaine Wright 
George & Kathryn Wyatt 
Theodora Yazigi 
Andreas & Becky Yerocostas 
Anestis & Areti Yiaslas 
Athanasios & Elizabeth Yiaslas 
And our stewards who wish to remain  
anonymous 
Pledged Families: 441 
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